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Mr. David Price
Super fund Enforcement, 6AW-SE X>fcj^ 0&&
Environmental Protection Agency
Interfirst One Building
1201 Elm Street
Dallas, TX 75270

Re: Former Olin site, Wallisville Road, Houston,
Texas.

Dear Mr. Price:

The undersigned is legal counsel to Eureka Investment
Company ("Eureka") which has forwarded to us for response Mr.
Allyn M. Davis1 letter dated September 1, 1983, wherein the
Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") requested certain infor-
mation concerning the former Olin site located on Wallisville
Road in Houston, Texas. We are also attaching hereto a copy of
a letter addressed to Consolidated Leasing & Terminals, Inc.
which was forwarded to us by that company for response in that
Consolidated Leasing & Terminals was a lessee through Eureka of
a portion of the property in question and, except through Eureka,
would otherwise be unable to respond.

In responding to your request for information, it
should be made clear that Eureka at no time generated, stored,
treated, transported, disposed of or otherwise handled hazardous
wastes and substances. Any such wastes or substances at the
former Olin site were placed or stored there by Olin Corporation.
Accordingly, most of the information contained herein has been
gathered from surveys performed by the EPA, information provided
by Olin to various governmental agencies and through discovery in
a lawsuit currently pending among several parties including Olin,
Eureka and Southern Pacific Transportation Company.

In compliance with the statutory provisions referenced
in the aforementioned letter. Eureka hereby provides the fol-
lowing information for use in connection with the EPA's inves-
tigation of the known and potential contamination on the site.
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1. What is your ownership history of the site?

RESPONSE; On August 3, 1973, Eureka purchased from
Olin Corporation the subject tract of property consisting of
approximately 18.6427 acres of land out of the William Black
Survey, Abstract 114, in Harris County, Texas ("the property").
Eureka purchased the property for investment and development of
a forklift truck facility to be leased to Mustang Industrial
Equipment Company. On July 11, 1978, Eureka sold the eastern
half of the property consisting of approximately 9.107 acres to
Southern Pacific Transportation Company. At all times since the
purchase from Olin Corporation, Eureka has been the owner of the
western half of the subject tract of land.

2. Upon assuming ownership, what was the agreement with
the former owner concerning responsibilities for
cleanup of the site?

RESPONSE; At the time Eureka purchased the property,
Olin Corporation did not disclose that it had disposed of pes-
ticides and wastes on the property, but represented that the site
was suitable for normal commercial usage. Eureka had no knowl-
edge of the existence of any potentially hazardous wastes or sub-
stances on the property until September, 1981, when Eureka re-
ceived a letter from Southern Pacific Transportation Company
advising that Southern Pacific had received a notice from the EPA
which stated that there existed certain hazardous chemicals on
the property which required corrective action. Accordingly,
Eureka had no agreement with Olin Corporation concerning the re-
sponsibilities for cleanup of the site. Additionally, it should
be noted that Eureka has never been engaged in the chemical pes-
ticide or waste industries.

3. What cleanup operations were performed by the former
owner prior to your purchase? • ''. '



Mr. David Price
October 4, 1983
Page -3-

RESPONSE; Eureka has no knowledge of the cleanup oper-
ations which were performed by Olin Corporation prior to Eureka's
purchase of the property in 1973; however, Eureka believes that
Olin Corporation caused the following cleanup operations to be
performed on the property:

(a) Closed the disposal pits and allowed vegetation
to grow over same;

(b) Dismantled and removed pesticide formulating
equipment from the structures located on the
property;

(c) Removed used pesticide bags and containers; and

(d) Removed visible pesticide residues from the
property and performed other general cleanup
procedures.

4(a). What pesticides were handled at the site?

RESPONSE; Based on information gained from Olin Cor-
poration and on the surveys done by the EPA, Eureka believes that
Olin Corporation manufactured, formulated, handled and/or shipped
the following pesticides at the subject site:

BHC Endrin
Dieldrin Epichlorohydrin
Aldrin Terraclor
DDT Terrazol
ODD Methoxychlor
Chlordane Xylene
Heptachlor Tri-calcium Arsenate
Toxaphene Strobane
Malathion TDE
Parathion Rotenone
Methyl Parathion Hexachlorocyclohexane
Sevin Dichlorophenylarsine



Mr. David Price
October 4, 1983
Page -4-

4(b). What were your pesticide handling and disposal prac-
tices on the site? Please be specific as to movement
and disposition of all soils, and sulfur or pesticide-
laden material, dismantling equipment, resurfacing,
etc. Do you have engineering plans for your work?

RESPONSE; Eureka has not handled or disposed of any
pesticides on the site during its ownership of same. Subsequent
to its purchase of the property, Eureka constructed a forklift
sales and service facility on the western portion of the prop-
erty. The construction of the facility required soils be moved
for work on the foundation, subgrade, drainage and necessary
paving for the facility.

In December, 1975, Eureka contracted with J. D.
Hutchins of Dallas, Texas for demolishing and removal from the
site the buildings comprising the Olin chemical plant. Eureka
has no knowledge of how or where Mr. Hutchins disposed of the
materials removed from the property. Eureka has not been able
to locate Mr. Hutchins.

In June, 1977, Eureka contracted with Olshan Demolish-
ing Company, Inc. for removal of the buildings, foundation -and
trash comprising the former: Qlin plant. The contract included
removal of all concrete at least thirty-six (36) inches below
ground level. Eureka has no knowledge of how or where Olshan
Demolishing Company, Inc. disposed of any materials removed from
the property, nor does Olshan have any current records or infor-
mation thereof.

In December, 1978, Eureka contracted with Richmond Road
Company and Allied Contractors, Inc. for construction of Phase I
of the Mustang Industrial Equipment Company project. The con-
struction included grading and surfacing for additional parking
spaces. A limestone base was added to the graded ground and
covered with asphalt.

In July, 1979, Eureka contracted with Piasan Construc-
tion Company for construction of Phase II of the Mustang Indus-
trial Equipment Company project. The construction included the
erection of a metal building behind the forklift facility men-
tioned previously to supplement the existing maintenance and
service areas.
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In February, 1980, Eureka contracted with Richmond Road
Company for improvements to the northwest four (4) acres of the
property. The contract consisted of stripping vegetation, load-
ing all debris and disposing of same, shaping existing soil,
stabilizing grade with six (6%) percent lime by weight six (6)
inches deep, install and compact eight (8) inches crushed lime-
stone and stabilize roadway loop in entrance area. Eureka has no
knowledge of how or where Richmond Road Company disposed of any
materials removed from the property. These four (4) acres rep-
resent the portion of the property leased to Consolidated Leasing
& Terminals, Inc.

At this time, Eureka is attempting to locate any en-
gineering plans in its possession for the work performed on the
property.

5. Based on your knowledge, what were the disposal prac-
tices utilized by Olin on the site?

RESPONSE; Eureka is not certain whether Olin Corpora-
tion had any established disposal procedures or practices while
operating the pesticide facility on this site. Apparently, Olin
disposed of various wastes in two (2) pits located on the prop-
erty. Additional contamination resulted from dust and spillage
from the pesticide formulation, as well as periodic washdown
procedures followed at the facility.

6. Please provide all data you may have characterizing
the pollutants on site.

RESPONSE; Eureka is not aware of any additional data
which may characterize the pollutants on the site other than that
provided in the foregoing answers.
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7. Please provide a complete copy of any report(s) pre-
.; pared by consultants or your staff concerning the

: , extent of contamination of the site in question (in-
cluding offsite contamination). Include any associated
results of laboratory analysis.

RESPONSE; At this time Eureka does not have any re-
ports prepared by consultants or its staff concerning the con-
tamination on the site, nor has a laboratory analysis of the
contamination been conducted on behalf of Eureka.

Sincerely yours,

OLIVIER, STUMPF, FALGOUT & GUYNES

Fred W. Stumpf

FWS:jn
812504
Enc

cc: Mr. William D. Stevens
Seapac Services, Inc.
433 Hegenberger Road
Suite 200
Oakland, CA 94621


